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Burundi 


Burundi: Internal Affairs Minister Updates 
Security Situation 


EA0105171096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio English 1130 GMT I May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Mr. Sylvestre Banzubaze, 
minister of internal affairs and public security, made 
an assessment of the security situation prevailing in the 
country. Mr. Banzubaze said since March there has been 
an outburst of violence throughout the country. 


The armed groups, dislodged from Bujumbura, passed 
to the southern provinces of Bururi and Makamba 
attacking innocent civilians. On May 15th, they were 
signalled [reported] in the central province of Gitega 
where the heaviest casualties were recorded at (Buraza), 
where 54 persons died. 


Last Monday the armed groups attacking from Zaire tar- 
geted the military barrack in the northwestern province 
of Cibitoke. Two militaries [soldiers] were injured 
and four civilians died in an ambush at Ndava. The 
home minister said the situation returned to normal at 
Cibitoke. The population fled, however, to Zaire with 
the armed groups. 


On Zaire’s responsibility in the different attacks from 
the armed groups in Burundi (words indistinct] the home 
minister said Burundi reciprocated with the expulsion of 
four diplomats from [the Zairian consulate in] Rumonge 
while diplomatic contacts are still going on. 


Burundi: Refugees Flee to Zaire To Escape Rebel, 
Army Fighting 

LDO105115196 Paris Radio France International 

in French 0630 GMT | May 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} More than 2,000 people from 
Burundi have fled to Zaire since 29 April. They are 
escaping fighting between Hutu rebels and the army in 
the northwest region of Cibitoke. The rebels stepped 
up their offensive against the regular army in the past 
few weeks: many roads have been cut as a result and 
nongovernmental organizations cannot work anymore. 
Jean-Luc Sido, a World Food Program official, was 
interviewed by Michel Diaz: 


{Begin Sido recording) About 2,200 new Burundian 
refugees arrived last night in Zaire. They fled the 
Cibitoke region. The main town in the area is Rukombe 
and it is very close to the border with Zaire. They 
are fleeing apparently because of quite violent fighting 
between the army and rebel gangs. The people who 
arrived do not look undernourished and there are no 
wounded. This was the biggest wave of Burundian 
refugees fleeing into Zaire in many months. Another 
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130 people from Bubanza Province arrived at a refugee 
camp in the Uvira region. In the past two or three 
months, 130 Burundian refugees have arrived every 
week. Now, this number arrived in just one day, which 
means that there is a lack of security in the two 
provinces bordering with Zaire. (end recording] 


Chad 


Chad: Prime Minister Calls On Chadians To Vote 
Peacefully 


AB0105150396 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 1 May 96 


[Statement by Prime Minister Djimasta Koibla on forth- 
coming presidential election on 30 April —- recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Chadians, dear countrymen: | 
would like to address you — belatedly though — 24- 
hours after the official launching of the presidential 
election campaign. Chad is preparing to write one of 
the best pages of its history. The prospect of this 
election comes as an alternative to the events we have 
experiences in past years that have left us divided and 
confounded. It took our country a five-year transitional 
period for it to discover the exclusive and (?good) 
virtue of building a national sentiment and strengthens 
the state. | am referring to the adoption of the first 
democratic constitution promulgated on 14 April. 


Now comes the most exhalting moment, which not 
only calls for a sense of duty, but also and especially 
the sense of responsability. This sense of duty and 
responsibility obliges every voter prove his citizenship 
and use his right as a citizen to freely and without any 
constraints choose the presidential candidate whom he 
finds to be most suitable and worthy to be entrusted 
with the destiny of Chad. This much awaited moment 
is meant to go down in the annals of Chad's political 
history. For the international community, this moment 
is a real test of the political maturity of Chadians and 
of their capacity for transcending their bitterness and 
frustrations. 


In view of this, on the threshold of such a crucial polit- 
ical event like this prediential election, the government 
of the Republic and the Independent Natidonal Electoral 
Commission (CENI], which have been entrusted with 
creating the necessary conditions for transparency and 
confidence for the smooth running of the entire demco- 
ratic process would, like to draw the attention of can- 
didates to the special significance of the issue at stake. 
They would also demand from them a high and infalli- 
ble sense responsibility which will give the event all its 
splendor. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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We are all the more confident that we are dealing 
with men aspiring to the post of head of state. Their 
legitimate claims to such a post make it binding on 
them right now to demonstrate the force of character 
which will make them worthy of trust. This means that 
their behavior will have to dispiay the sense of measure 
and maturity that characterize great men. It must be 
remembered that they are not to engage in hostilities 
or display malevolent conduct, but rather to subject 
themselves to the people’s surffrage through struggle 
and stimulate competition. 


Rectitude, defense, and courtesy are the ideals which 
every candidate has to pursue and the manner of 
communication must be the special code of values 
and relations. The fact that Chadians are awaiting 
the elections with hope and serenity is likely to be 
disappointing and tarnish the country’s image should 
any of them violate the rules of the game and fall into 
mean political contrivances. 


Every candidate is called upon to avoid personal attacks, 
tribalistic tendencies, the practice of exclusion, and 
breach of freedom. Each one must keep in mind the 
unity of the nation and the democratic rules of the 
game based on our new constitution. It is up to the 
electoral organizations,— the CENI, ACC [expansion 
unknown], and the candidates themselves to assume 
their responsibilities and the government will also 
assume its own responsiblities in order to preserve 
and maintain the high level and pertinence of political 
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debates that should guide voters in their choice. | am 
hopeful that everybody will submit to these organs 
to enable them to correct the errors recorded during 
the referendum and to create a climate of confidence, 
transparency, and equity which are essential for the 
credibility of the elections. 


Furthermore, the government will do all in its power 
to ensure a calm atmosphere for the presidential cam- 
paign and others to follow; but all this demands the 
support and participation of all and by the candidates 
themselves. 


Chadian dear compatriots: the government is conscious 
of your sense of discernment and spirit of fraternity and 
abnegation which will help us together to turn a new 
page in our country’s sad history. Concerning the future, 
there is no reasons to doubt that it will, evidently, be a 
reflection of the desire and determination for peace and 
reconciliation, freedown and a state where there is a rule 
of law, to project the conviction and inner thoughts of 
Chadians, we can assert that we are on the right path. 


What remain now is for us to show foresight, intelli- 
gence and good choice to meet the conditions that guar- 
antee economic prosperity and well being. We ardently 
hope that we have been heard by all sides. This is in the 
interest of all the parties concerned and the future and 
grandeur of Chad. May you have a (?fruiiful) campaign, 
and may the best candidate win. Long live Chad' 


This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 


Kenya: IMF Approves 3-Year $220 Million Loan 


EA2704190196 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1000 GMT 27 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The executive board of the 
International Monetary Fund has approved Kenya's 
request for a three year arrangement to draw from 
the fund $220 million under the enhanced structural 
adjustment facility. 


In a statement from the Ministry of Finance, the minister 
Musalia Mudavadi says the loan carries interest of 0.5 
percent per annum and is repayable over 10 years with 
a grace period of five years. Mudavadi adds that the 
money is for support of macroeconomic and structural 
reform programs for 1996 to 1998 based on the recently 
published policy framework paper. 


The initial instalment of $36.65 million will be dis- 
bursed immediately while the rest is scheduled to be 
disbursed semi-annually in five instalments. 


Uganda 


Uganda: President Vows To Defeat Rebels If 
Reelected 


EA0105205096 Kampala THE MONITOR in English 
| May 96 pl 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Presidential candidate 
Yoweri Museveni (and Commander-in-Chief of the 
UPDF [Uganda People’s Defense Force]) has said he 
plans to pitch camp in Gulu shortly after the 9th May 
polls. 


Museveni said Sunday [28 April], he planned to tem- 
porarily transfer to the district "to stay here for weeks or 
months ull this problem (Kony insurgency) is solved", 
if he becomes president after 9th May. 


Museveni, who was addressing his first campaign rally 
in Pabbo, Gulu District, told the crowd that rebel [Lord's 
Resistance Army] leader Joseph Kony’s recommenda- 
tion of rival candidate Dr. Paul Ssemogerere for pres- 
ident meant that Ssemogerere cannot be a good leader 
and should, therefore, be rejected. 


“How does a good man get a recommendation from bad 
people?” Museveni asked. 


The candidate said that he is the right man for State 
House because the majority of Ugandans liked him for 
having flooded the country with essential commodities. 


“| will, T am sure, still be president [on} 10th May, 
hecause big crowds follow me,” Museveni said. 
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He ruled out peace talks with Kony, saying the UPDF 
would instead hunt and kill Kony for killing, raping and 
maiming innocent civilians. [passage omitted] 


The soldier politician vowed to flood Acholiland with 
soldiers in the coming weeks to ensure free elections 
throughout the subregion. 


He warned that anyone who tries to interfere with 
elections "will get the full might of the UPDF". 


On a recent unilateral cease-fire declared by the rebels, 
Museveni advised them to go back to Sudan. 


"If we get them, we shall attack them,” he warned. 
[passage omitted] 


Uganda: Opposition Politician Arrested for 
‘Seditious Remarks’ 


ABO105175296 Paris AFP in English 
1741 GMT | May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Kampala, May | (AFP) — 
A Ugandan opposition politician has been arrested 
by plainclothes police for allegedly making seditious 
remarks against President Yoweri Museveni during the 
campaign for May 9 presidential elections. 


Nsubuga Nsambu, believed to be in his 60s, was picked 
up from his home early Wednesday [1 May] and 
taken to Kampala’s central police station where police 
interrogated him, family members said. 


He is said to have recorded a written statement of b's 
remarks made at an opposition rally in Masaka Saturday, 
where he allegedly said that "President Museveni was 
not a Ugandan, but a yz boy who came with his 
mother to the country from somewhere else.” 


It was not possible to reach any senior police officials 
to comment on the arrest, as offices were closed on 
international Labour Day. 


But a statement issued after his arrest by aides to 
Opposition candidate Paul Ssemogerere said the arrest 
was “an act of a dying horse trying to intimidate 
opponents in the hope that followers will be frustrated.” 


The statement criticised Museveni’s campaign team 
for starting what they called “false and malicious 
allegations” against an opposition candidate. 


Nsambu is the acting president of the small Conserva- 
tive Party — a partner in Ssemogerere’s Alliance of 
Opposition Parties — and a member of Ssemogerere’s 
national campaign team. 


He was a member of the interim constituent assembly 
which debated Uganda's new constitution, representing 
one of the constituencies in the capital Kampala. 


Nsambu is a radical federalist who has been campaign- 
ing for a federal status for Uganda's populous central 
province of BUganda. 


This report mey contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Iraqi Trade Minister Addresses 
UNCTAD Meeting 


JNO205075496 Baghdad INA in Arabic 
1845 GMT I May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Johannesburg, | May (INA)}— 
Iraq urged the world to confront the phenomenon 
of using economic blockades as a weapon against 
developing countries that seek economic and political 
independence away from the constraints of the major 
economic powers that want to impede their progress. 


In a speech at the ninth UNCTAD (United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development] conference 
currently under way in South Africa, Trade Minister 
Dr. Muhammad Mahdi Salih said that this confrontation 
comes after the vanishing of the socialist camp’s power 
and the emergence of the United States as the sole 
power, imposing its hegemony on the world’s economy 
and politics to serve its interests. 


Salih asserted that the economic embargo totally contra- 
dicts the objectives, principles, and policy of the WTO 
and nations’ commitment to the dr e toward free inter- 
-ational trade. He added: The coi iprehensive embargo 
inal was imposed against Iraq six years ago at U.S. and 
British will, along with the freeze on Iraq's assets and 
the ban on aviation, harmed the people and economy and 
largely destroyed Iraq's infrastructure. It also harmed 
the economies of developing and developed countries, 
including those that launched the aggression against Iraq 
in 1991. 


The trade minister noted that Iraq used to spend $20 
billion to execute its annual import program. Due to the 
blockade, international trade has lost about $115 billion 
— the value of the goods and services Iraq would have 
imported if the embargo had not been imposed. He 
added: Bridling Iraq's international trade harmed the 
southern and northern countries with which Irag had 
trade relations. It also reduced job opportunities and 
increased joblessness among the people. 


He went on to say: The blockade prevented Irag 
from settling its debts in cash or in oil. This harmed 
the economies of these countries, because they were 
deprived of Iraqi oil and had to resort to borrowing 
to purchase oil in cash from other sources. It also 
crippled Iraq's role in terms of extending assistance to 
many countries in the world, as well as to humanitarian 
organizations. 


Salih said that the United States seeks, through its 
insistence on continuing the blockade and its plans to 
impose it even betore 1990, to collectively exterminate 
the energetic Iraqi people, who have great material 


resources. 
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He said: The United States first tried to impose an 
economic boycott against Iraq in 1988. In late July 
1990, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill 
on boycotting Iraq and freezing its assets. The U.S. 
president endorsed this bill on 2 August 1990. 


The trade minister said: The primary vicums of the 
blockade are the children, old people, and women. Iraq 
has lost more than a million of its people due to the 
perpetuation of the blockade, far exceeding the impact 
far exceeded that of the weapons of mass destruction 
used by the Americans in Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and 
Vietnam. 


The trade minister noted a WHO report on the rise in 
the mortality rate to 1,536 deaths for every 100,000 live 
births at the end of 194, compared with 257 deaths 
per 100,000 births in 1990 — a 600 percent increase. 
The report also discloses a rise in deaths among adults 
to 109,720 deaths each year during the aggression, 
compared with 23,334 cases in 1990. 


He said the food situation is getting worse and mal- 
nutrition is now evident among the people, particularly 
those with limited income. He said the Iraqi people are 
getting only 40 percent of their normal food needs . He 
said the health condition of people has been greatly af- 
fected by the collapse of the sewer system and the drop 
in the quality of drinking water, as well as the drop in 
education opportunities. 


The trade minister said: The U.S. Administration and the 
British Government adopted a harsher position against 
the Iragi people and tightened the siege around them 
after the cease-fire. Iraq was not given the opportunity 
to rebuild and improve the living standards of its people, 
as other states would do after a war. 


He added: Pressure by the U.S. and British Govern- 
ments prevented Iraq from using its frozen assets, in 
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Security Council Res- 
olution 687, to purchase food and medicine after several 
European states responded favorably to that resolution. 


Salih stressed that despite all the calamities that affected 
them, the Iraqi people remain free and in possession of 
their own will to choose an independent political path. 


Salih noted that the U.S. Administration and Britain 
interfered to abort the agreement between Iraq and the 
United Nations over the sale of oil in exchange for the 
basic needs of the Iraqi people and imposed conditions 
that encroach on Iraq's sovereignty and differentiate 
among its citizens. 


He said: The United States and Britain confirmed 
their hostility toward the people of the world and 
their attempt to control people's resources. They also 
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confirmed that they have no respect for human rights 
aud the principles on which free trade and cooperation 
among nations are based. 


Salih urged the international community to stop the 
flagrant interference in the negotiations, in line with the 
commitment made by all other states not to interfere in 
the dialogue. 


He called for an end to the state of poverty and back- 
wardness and for opportunities for developing nations 
to reassert their role and find positive solutions to im- 
prove the living standards of their people. 


South Africa: Butrus-Ghali Interviewed on ‘Special 
Initiative’ for Africa 


LDO105163796 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT I May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali has explained his special initiative for 
Africa to the international community, which is worth 
about $25 billion over 10 years in aid. So where does 
this idea come from? Africa has always been one of 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali’s priorities since he was elected 
UN secretary general four years ago, as he explained 
to [RFI and LE MONDE Nairobi correspondent] Jean 
Helene during his visit to Kenya: 


[Begin recording] [Butrus-Ghali] Over the four years I 
have been secretary general, one of my main objectives 
has been to fight against the marginalization of Africa. 
This marginalization was caused by the end of the 
cold war, the arrival of new states that need funds and 
technical assistance, and the fatigue of donor countries. 


| would like to add another event. We are heading for 
a free-market economy and people have realized that 
Africa does not have suitable administrative infrastruc- 
tures to attract private investors. So we thought the 
United Nations could help by training technicians and 
strengthening government administrations that would 
then become attractive for f¢.ivate investors. In a way, 
that 1s the reason behind this initiative. 


{Helene} One of your priorities will be accountable gov- 
ernance [last two words in English). Are you targeting 
corruption in Africa? 


{ Butrus-Ghali] Corruption is spread pretty much all over 
the world. I think corruption in Africa has been over- 
estimated, although there is quite a lot of it. What is 
needed is a strong judiciary and an administration able 
to respond quickly to the needs of the private sector. 
What is needed is governments able to instill trust 
in investors. All this requires good administration and 
trained civil servants. In the past 30 years — even more, 
since African countries started becoming independent in 
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the 1960's — international! aid has been spent mostly on 
infrastructures: roads, hospita!s, hotels, and universities 
were built. However, not enough emphasis was put on 
the training of people, above all middle-tier managers. 
When I was Egypt's foreign minister in the eighties, I set 
up a solidarity fund for Africa and focused on middle- 
tier managers: I wanted to train pilots for African ports, 
police to fight again’ drugs, farmers to grow rice, 
nurses. 


{Helene} What do you think will be the biggest difficulty 
you will encounter? 


{Butrus-Ghali] I think the main obstacle will be the 
donors’ fatigue, but one of the United Nations’ tasks 
is to mobilize international resources. The news is 
that we now need to mobilize the new players in the 
international politcal arena, such as non-governmental 
Organizations and companies. [end recording] 


South Africa: Least-Developed Nations Ask for 
‘Full Cancellation’ of Debts 


MBO105141196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1324 GMT | May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG May | 
SAPA — The ministers of the world’s least developed 
countries on Wednesday [1 May] called for the full 
cancellation of all their official bilateral debt. 


At a press conference following the Ministerial Meeting 
of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in Midrand, 
LDC meeting chairman and Bangladesh Commerce 
Minister A H Mofhazzal Karim said the poor countries 
needed help to allow them "to stand on their own feet”. 


The ministers recommended the cancellation of all 
bilateral debt and “urgent and effective measures” to 
reduce the LDC debt burden to financial institutions like 
the World Bank and commercial creditors. Karim said 
that, according to the Least Developed Country Report 
oi 1996, the total debt burden of the 48 LDCs amounted 
to US$1.7-billion at the end of 1993. Thirty-three of the 
48 LDC countries were in Africa. 


He said up to 40 percent of some countries’ export 
earnings went towards debt interest payments. “The 
ministers noticed that the LDC external debt service 
burden remained extremely high and far exceeds the 
debt servicing capacity of many LDCs,” the LDC 
declaration said. 


The ministers said the LDCs were confronting globali- 
sation and liberalisation from a position of disadvantage, 
and they feared that the process would accentuate the 
marginalisation of the poorest nations. LDCs lacked the 
production structures, from management skills to phys- 
ical infrastructure, to compete in the global market. 


This report may contain copyrighted material, Copying and dissemination 
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The declaration said the LDCs would continue to reform 
their economics to facilitate free trade but could not 
face the challenges without “effective and sufficient 
support measures by the international community”. The 
ministers called for the developed world to make special 
effort to improve aid allocation to LDCs. 


South Africa: Mandela—Workers’ Rights Protected 
‘as Never Before’ 


MBO0105151496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1504 GMT I May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May | SAPA 
— Workers’ rights and interests were protected in 
the constitution and the con_mon law as never before, 
President Nelson Mandela told a muted workers’ rally 
in Athlone on Wednesday [1 May]. 


Sporting a red and black Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU] tracksuit and white tackies 
[sneakers], the President told about 3,000 people, a new 
Labour Relations Ac. w , replacing previous repressive 
laws which had undermined workers’ rights. He made 
no reference to workers’ demands that the controversial 
lockout clause should not be entrenched in the final 
constitution. 


Looked on by COSATU secretary-general Sam 
Shilowa, African National Congress Western Cape 
leader Chris Nissen, Water Affairs Minister Kader 
Asmal and provincial leaders of the ANC/SACP [South 
African Communist Party /COSATU alliance, Mandela 
told supporters major changes were being made to 
occupational health and safety, employment standards 
and employment equity. 


These measures would bring South African industry 
standards in line with the best international standards 
and would help create a free and humanitarian labour 
market which would equip the country to compete in- 
ternationally. The salaries and conditions of public sec- 
tor workers, including the police, were being improved, 
Mandela said. “These workers have been paid poverty 
wages for years, and yet our whole nation depends on 
them for public service and for safety and security.” 


However, there were [word indistinct] a number of chal- 
lenges, including finding ways to ensure that economic 
growth brought jobs for millions of unemployed and 
that development also benefitted the poor. "The work- 
ers of South Africa have a proud record which makes 
them equal to that task,” Mandela said. 


The president again tried to reassure teachers in the 
Western Cape and nationally that their jobs were secure. 
“1 and the government are fully committed to doing 
everything in our power to ensure that teachers do not 
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lose their jobs while their are children in the country 
who need their services.” 


On what has become a refrain when addressing voters in 
the province, Mandela again said that affirmative action 
policies were aimed at blacks, including Indians and 
coloureds, and were not solely aimed at Africans. It 
was the duty of workers and employers to ensure once 
and for all that racism as left behind. 


South Africa: Ramaphosa Warns Constitutional 
Process in ‘Danger Zone’ 

MB0205064896 Johannesburg SAjfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 2 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Constitutional negotiators have 
been given just over 24 hours to resolve deadlocks or 
face a referendum. Negotiators adjourned at 5 O'clock 
{0300 GMT] this morning after failing to reach agree- 
ment on the three remaining obstacles to the final con- 
stitution during an all-night session. Negotiations are to 
reconvene at 11 o'clock [0900 GMT] tomorrow morn- 
ing, almost a day after the initial deadline sei by CA 
[Constitutional Assembly] Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa. 


Yesterday Mr. Ramaphosa warned that if agreement was 
not reached by yesterday evening, the new constitution 
might not be ready for approval by the full Constitu- 
tional Assembly by next Wednesday's [8 May] dead- 
line. Mr. Ramaphosa has warned that the whole const- 
tutional process is entering a danger zone, and that any 
wrong move at this stage could lead to future regret: 


{Begin Ramaphosa recording, in progress] ...and to think 
about our people. The route we may embark on, within 
24 hours, if we do noi reach agreement, could well be 
a route, Mr. Chairman, that could spell disaster for our 
country. [end recording] 


Mr. Ramaphosa said early this morning that it appeared 
that the differences on the lockout, education, and 
property rights clauses were unresolvable. 


South Africa: ANC Makes New Proposal for 
Constitutional Lock-Out Clause 


MBO0205091296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2329 GMT 01 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town May | SAPA 
— The ANC late Wednesday [1 May] night came 
up with a new proposal for a lockout clause in the 
final constitution, despite opposition from COSATU 
(Congress of South African Trade Unions], sources said. 


The proposal, which was not made public, followed a 
meeting between the the ANC, COSATU and SACP 
[South African Communist Party}. It will now be de- 
bated in a bilateral between the ANC and NP [National 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Party] before being presented to the Constitutional Com- 
mittee. 


A COSATU spokesman said his organisation’s position 
on the lockout clause had not changed — it should 
n™ be included in any form. If lockout was included, 
the COSATU executive would have to decide on what 
action to take, he said. 


COSATU Secretary-General Sam Shilowa said on Tues- 
day the organisation was prepared to take its fight 
against the clause all the way to a national referendum. 


South Africa: COSATU Leader—Workers 
Prepared To Sacrifice for Nation 


MBO105150296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1443 GMT | May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN May | SAPA 
— Workers were prepared to make sacrifices for South 
Africa’s greater good including accepting a return to 
prescribed asset investments, shorter working hours and 
an overtime ban to ensure more employment, Congress 
of South African Trade Unions (COSATU] secretary- 
general Sam Shilowa said on Wednesday [1 May]. 


He was speaking at workers’ day rally attended by 
about 3,000 people in Althlone, Cape Town. Instead 
of proposing more mass action as threatened earlier to 
push through organised labour’s constitutional demands, 
Shilowa catalogued ways which workers would be 
prepared to benefit the economy. By mooting prescribed 
asset investments, Shilowa was proposing a return to the 
policy phased out by the National Party [NP] in the late 
1980s in which government prescribed that pension and 
retirement funds would have to invest a percentage of 
their income into government bonds. 


The iNP had in the past used this to invest only in the 
infrastructure of white areas, but workers would now 
be amenable to such a policy on condition that the 
money was used to upgrade disadvantaged communities, 
Shilowa said. 


Cocking a snook at criticism that COSATU did not 
have South Africa’s economy at heart, Shilowa also 
said workers would be prepared to work shorter hours 
— a 40-hour week — to ensure that more people could 
enter the labour market. Morever, workers would also 
be prepared to sacrifice overtime used to augment their 
meagre salaries, to aid job creation. 


On COSATU’s national stayaway on Tuesday, Shilowa 
said the march was not against the government or 
the ANC. It had been action which COSATU had 
wished to avoid, but was unable to do so because of 
the intransigence of the NP, Democratic Party [DP] 
and business over the controversial lockout clause. He 
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warned employers not to penalise workers for staying 
away from work on Tuesday, adding that if any action 
was taken, “we will be forced to defend each and 
every worker and we (will) defend them jointly as a 
federation”. 


Shilowa again reiterated his belief that the ANC would 
not compromise by allowing any form of a lockout in 
the constituuion. 


However, another tripariute alliance meeting of ANC/ 
SACP [South African Communist Party)//COSATU 
leaders would take place again on Wednesday nighi to 
"ensure the process of transformation of our country 
goes forward”. 


Constitutional negotiators were still locked in discussion 
on Wednesday over the lockout and education clauses. 


On the jostling and heckling of DP leader Tony Leon 
during Tuesday's protest outside Parliament, Shilowa 
said COSATU did not condone violence. However, he 
blamed Leon for wanting to address workers, unlike 
the NP, DP and Freedom Front representatives, who 
understood the procedure and knew they were merely 
there to accept a COSATU memorandum. 


South Africa: Naidoo—Business, Media Trying To 
‘Undermine’ Workers’ Rights 


MBO105141596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1251 GMT I May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG May | 
SAPA — Big business and the media were attempt- 
ing to undermine workers’ rights by branding Tues- 
day's [30 April} COSATU [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions]-organised national strike as irresponsi- 
ble, Posts, Telecommunications and Broadcasting Min- 
ister Jay Naidoo said on Wednesday. Naidoo, a former 
secretary general of the Congress of SA Trade Unions, 
was the key speaker at a Workers Day rally in Johan- 
nesburg’s Library Gardens. 


“Those who own the newspapers are the same people 
who own factories, shops and your minds,” he said. 
"They want to make out as if all the problems in the 
world are caused by workers not being satisfied with 
what the bosses give them.” 


Naidoo, who left the union movement to head the 
reconstruction and development programme as minister 
without portfolio, spoke one day after a strike to back 
COSATU's demands that employers’ mght to lockout 
workers not be enshrined in the constitution. About 
2,000 workers greeted Naidoo with cheers and clenched- 
fist salutes. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
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He said COSATU should remain militant in pressing for 
demands, but also needed concrete proposals on how 
to improve workers’ lives. “We need to remind those 
in power that we are human beings and we want our 
human rights,” Naidoo said. These included the right to 
strike, the right to a living wage and the right to health 
and safety at work. 


South Africa: IFP Official Accuses COSATU of 
irresponsibility 

MB0105163596 Johannesburg SAfm Ratio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 1 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] 
MP Velaphi Ndlovu has accused COSATU [Congress 
of South Atnean Trade Unions] of being irresponsible 
and contributing to job losses in South Africa. 


Speaking at a May Day rally 1n Germiston, Gauteng, Mr. 
Ndlovu said COSATU has rejected the lockout clause 
whereas it had accepted it in the new Labor Relations 
Act. He said members of the United Workers’ Union 
of South Africa should not allow themselves to be used 
for party-political gain. 


South Africa: Reports Conflict on Shooting of at 
Least 12 IFP Members 


MBO0105200796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1956 GMT 1 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN May | SAPA — 
Conflicting reports were received on Wednesday [1 
May} surrounding the shooting of at least 12 Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] si pporters in Wembezi township 
in [word indistinct] in KwaZulu-Natal on Wednesday. 


The IFP claimed 22 members were wounded when they 
were allegedly shot at by police and SA [South Africa] 
National Defence rorce [SANDF] members monitoring 
a march through th township on Wednesday afternoon. 
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IFP member Mark Gordon said a scuffle occurred when 
alleged Africa National Congress members contronted 
two IFP members while leading the march from the 
Mahashinini to ZQ sections of the township. Gordon 
Said shots were then fired wounding 22 people, but 
police could only confirm 12 wounded. He added 11 
was not Clear if the firing came from the alleged ANC 
members, the police or SANDF members. 


Police on the scene said the automatic gunfire appar- 
ently came from the direction of houses in the !word 
indistinct} ANC territory. Police claimed the IFP had 
ignored earlier warnings not to march throgh the ANC 
aligned section. 


IFP me:nbers and senior police officers were locked 
in talks late on Wednesday night to try to resolve the 
dispute. 


South Africa: Police Arrest 9 Linked to Attack on 
Zulu Royal Family 


MP'208091096 Johannesburg SAPA in Fnelish 
0838 GMT 02 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Durban May 2 SAPA 
Nine men had been arrested in connection with last 
week's attack on members of the Zulu royal family at 
KwaMashu north of Durban, police spokesman Ins Dish 
Naidoo said on Thursday [2 May]. They were arrested 
early on Thursday at the Inkatha Freedom Party-aligned 
KwaMashu men’s hostel. 


King Goodwill Zwelithini’s second wife Queen Bugle 
Ma-Bathe Zulu and his daughter Princess Sibusile Zulu 
were seriously injured in the attack on their KwaMashu 
home on Thursday [25 April] last week. 


President Nelson Mandela and the king on Thursday 
morning arrived at Durban's St. Augustine's hospital to 
visit the queen and princess. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Mozambique 


Mozambique: Chissano Blames War for Problems 


MBO0105122596 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 1 May 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano has said that the war of destabi- 
lization was the cause of hardships in the country. 
President Chissano was speaking today at a May Day 
rally in Maputo. He said if there had not been the 
war waged by foreign forces, there would have been 
more coal at Moatize in the northwestern province of 
Tete and more electricity produced at Cahora Bassa 
dam, also in Tete. Chissano called on the people to 
work hard in the implementation of his government's 
five-year program to combat hunger. 


The secretary general of the Mozambican Trade Union 
Federation, OTM, reading a message by his organiza- 
tion, said that the living conditions of the workers con- 
tinue to be difficult and poverty is still high. He also said 
that privatization of state-owned companies had resulted 
in mass redundancies. Mr. Nhaca said that the OTM was 
hot against privatizations but the way the process is be- 
ing carned out. 


Mozambique: IMF, World Bank Aid Criticized 


MBO0205092196 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
22 Apr 96 pl 


{Article by Armindo Sumburane]} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Even though the government 
is trying to put across a different picture, it was not 
this time yet that the country received a blank check 
from Paris. The donors’ condition-linked promise of 
about $881 million for the 1996 Social and Economic 
Program's implementation is just a ransom to which 
donors will keep the government tied, and for which 
the government will pay from time to time. 


This means that the country will have to do exactly 
what the donors have said and will continue to say 
as a condition for disbursing the promised “trust fund" 
[preceding two words in English]. What this means, in 
turn, ts that the country will be ever less in the hands 
of Mozambicans and ever more mortgaged. 


A talse idea has been conveyed that this money came 
without strings attached,” because donors will soon be 
demystified about the government's commitment and 
the truth of our misery will continue to come to the 
surface. 


The propagandistic efforts to anesthetize the public 
regarding what really happened in Paris, this is no more 
than another oxygen balloon which could burst at any 
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time, not over those who signed the agreements or 
the government team which went to Paris but rather, 
over the entire country, with the bill picked up by this 
generation and several others down the line. The costs 
of Paris and of the IMF are easily calculated today by 
the people’s living (or dying?) conditions. Nine years 
after the IMF and the World Bank started dictating the 
rules of the game, the country is stuck in a savage 
Capitolism that endangers principally ihe human and 
social essence, without any corresponding noteworthy 
economic growth. There is no compensation for the 
sacrifices endured by the poor. 


All this means is that the $881 million promised in Paris 
will be added to many other debts. Instead of serving 
as relief, that money will further tie this country to 
strategically calculated medium- and long-term foreign 
interests concerning Mozambique’s integration — and 
the terms of dependence of that integration — in the 
world economy. 


Mozambique: Netherlands Criticizes ‘Widespread 
Corruption’ 

MBO0205101296 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
25 Apr 96 pl 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Contrary to what the Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front (Frelimo] Party has tried to put 
across, there were far more “thorns” than “roses” at 
the talks with the Club of Paris Consultative Group. 
The Netherlands was even more severe than the United 
States, noting that "widespread corruption” in Mozain- 
bique “makes it impossible” for economic development 
to take place. 


In a hard-hitting nine-page speech, Van der Wiel, of 
the Netherlands Foreign Ministry South Africa Division 
and his country’s representative in the Consultative 
Group, began by noting differences between the 1995 
and 1996 meetings, adding that this was no longer a 
“new government” and that it had had “a whole year to 
show what it was worth.” 


Van der Wiel expressed disappointment over the fact 
that the Frelimo government's contribution to the Con- 
sultative Group is “disappointment in the sense that it 
repeats many of the good intentions it had conveyed in 
the past, which is positive in itself, but there are no con- 
crete results.” 


The Netherlands Government noted that it saw support 
for the democratization process and the fight against 
corruption as crucial for Mozambique's social and eco- 
nomic development, adding that other helpful measures 
include “the speeding up of economic reform, particu- 
larly with regard to the financial and private sectors,” 
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and increased “government revenue through fiscal and 
customs reform," which would render the country less 
dependent on foreign aid. The Netherlands aiso believes 
that the Assembly of the Republic needs to work better 
and that the Frelimo government must take the initia- 
tive in that context. “Increased budget allocations to the 
Assembly" are seen as “imperative” for the Assembly 
to operate correctly. 


The Netherlands also noted that "relations between 
the government and the main opposition party remain 
strained and the opposition is still not sure about its new 
role," all because "the opposition continues to have a 
very limited role, despite the fact that election results 


showed widespread support for it." 


After noting the great importance donors attach to local 
elections, Van der Wiel said Mozambicans continue to 
show a lack of trust for Mozambique’s “public sector." 
He added that the Netherlands has had close relations 
with Mozambique since independence and that “it is 
especially saddened” to see "corruption blossoming” in 
“this old friend." (passage omitted) 


The Netherlands Government believes that econcmic 
development “will not be possible" in a Mozambican 
society “dominated by a feeling of cistrust between the 
two main parties, by a lack of democratic institutions at 
local level, and widespread corruption." 


At another point in his intervention, the Netherlands 
official noted that Mozambique’s current economic sit- 
uation “poses a threat to political development” in that 
poverty-prompted social tensions might cancel impor- 
tant progress made in other areas. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Urges Regional Development in 
Talks With KSA’s Mbeki 

MB2604175296 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 26 Apr 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} His majesty the king has said 
that it is important that development covers the whole 
southern African region. The king was speaking when 
he welcomed [words indistinct] region, not in just one 
country, as we are all one people. He said leaders in 
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the region need to meet often and share developmental 
ideas instead of only meeting in conferences. The king 
assured Mr. Mbeki that Swaziland is fully willing to 
support any development projects being done in South 
Africa. He further thanked Mr. Mbeki for the assistance 
South Africa has rendered to the kingdom. 


In response, Mr. Mbeki echoed his majesty's words, 
saying Our Countries need not over-formalize relauons as 
we are one people. He said countries in the region need 
to interact because we share common destiny. He said 
Swaziland was a second home to him, having stayed 
here before. Mr. Mbeki is accompanied by the foreign 
affairs minister, Mr. Alfred Nzo, and Mpumalanga Pre- 
mier Mr. Mathews Phosa. The South African delegation 
held private talks with the king later in the day and is 
expected to jet out tonight. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Unions Call For ‘Industrial Action’ If 
Government Unresponsive 


MBO105141296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1323 GMT I May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) GWERU May | SAPA — The 
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions [ZCTU] would 
organise collective industrial action in Zimbabwe if 
government does not respond to end their continued 
suffering, ZCTU first vice president, Isaac Matongo said 
on Wednesday [1 May]. 


Addressing more than 3,000 workers in Gweru on May 
Day, Matongo said if workers in Zimbabwe continued to 
suffer, the only way to effect change would be through 
work stoppage, ZIANA news agency reported. “We do 
not want to change the government of the day, but we 
want to pressurise the government to effect the desired 
changes for the workers in Zimbabwe,” he said. 


Midlands provincial governor Herbert Mahlaba said 
the government had an open door policy and it was 
not necessary for the ZCTU to organise collective job 
action. Mahlaba also urged the ZCTU to organise and 
Start a workers’ bank since they contributed a lot of 
money in the country’s banks for self-sustainability 


is report may contain 
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Liberia 


Liberia: ECOMOG i to Bridges Linking 
Monrovia, Bushrod Island 

AB0105162796 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT I May 96 


[Telexed report by Monrovia correspondent Nyenati 
Allison; from the "Focus on Africa” program) 

([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Heavy fighting broke out 
today in the eastern Paynesville suburb of Monrovia, 
sending thousands of residents fleeing for safety to 
Bushrod Island where the West African peacekeeping 
force has its main base. It is not yet clear exactly which 
factions are involved in the fighting but the mainly 
Krahn AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] has a force 
stationed at the Schieffelin Barracks « 1st of Paynesville 
and Paynesville itself is adjacent to Congo Town the 
suburb where both NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia} leader Charles Taylor and ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia) leader 
Alhaji Kromah have their headquarters. According to 
residents of the area, NPFL forces loyal to Charles 
Taylor were attacked at their positions in Paynesville. 
During the course of the day, the fighting in Paynesville 
spread to the ELWA, the Christian radio station on the 
eastern fringe of the capital. 


Meanwhile, fighting continued this morning in central 
Monrovia. Heavy arms fire was heard from the direction 
of the Barclay Training Center. This later died down, 
but sporadic small arms fire could still be heard this 
afternoon. It is reported that several areas of the city 
center changed hands between rival factions in the 
course of the fighting. [passage omitted] 


ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peacekeepers, who 
evacuated their positions in central Monrovia after 
the breakdown of last week's cease-fire, have now 
redeployed in force on the bridges linking central 
Monrovia to Bushrod Island and the western 

to Monrovia, preventing fighters from entering the city 
from that direction. 


Liberia: LPC Brings in Troops From Buchanan To 
Fight Taylor, Kromah 

ABO105182096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT I May 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Still, no end in sight to the 
conflict in the Liberian capital, Monrovia. There is 
supposed to be a cease-fire between supporters of 
wanted faction leader Roosevelt Johnson and those 
of Alhaji Kromah and Charies Taylor, but there was 


gunfire this morning at the Barclay Training Center, 
headquarters of the Armed forces of Liberia [AFL] 
where Krahn fighters loyal to Johnson are sheltering. 
This week, the Executive Mansion came under fire. 
There have been flare-ups in suburbs such as Jallah 
and Sinkor. It is reportedly quiet now in the city 
center, but at Paynesville where Charles Taylor has his 
headquarters, fighting which broke out this morning at 
a junction at the Samuel Doe Stadium and the Christian 
radio station, is continuing. Who started it is unclear. 
On the line to Monrovia, Tom Porteous asked our 
correspondent, Jonathan Peleyle: who is involved in the 


fighting? 


[Begin recording) (Peleyle) The fighting was between 
NPLF [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and ULIMO- 
K [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia-Kromah faction], on one hand, and the Armed 
Forces of Liberia and the Liberian Peace Council, on 
the other hand. 


(Porteous) Now, how close did the fighting get to the 
residences of Charles Taylor and Alhaji Kromah? 


[Peleyle} You can say a mile, or the ELWA (the 
Christian radio station} junction is a mile and a half from 
where Charles Taylor and Alhaji Kromah live. So, the 
fighting went on just around near the ELWA junction 
and the NPFL and ULIMO-K fighters were seen this 
afternoon making frantic efforts to push back forces that 
took them by surprise this morning. 


[Porteous] Now, if the LPC [Liberian Peace Council] 
and the AFL take this junction, then presumably, the 
NPFL and ULIMO-K forces would be in a very difficult 
position, because they would be more or less cut off, 
wouldn't they? 


[Peleyle) Well, you can say that. I am sure this is why 
the NPFL and ULIMO are fighting hard to have the 
areas free of hostilities, because people cannot drive 
from here to Monrovia city center by way of Sinkor and 
so or, this is the only outlet. This is the only way out. 
If this junction is not cleared by NPFL and ULIMO-K, 
one can say without any hesitancy that yes both leaders 
and their forces would be (?cornered right) here at their 
residences. Yes. 


[Porteous] Now, where did these LPC fighters come 
from? Did they come from some town in the southeast, 
from Buchanan direction? 


[Peleyle} Okay, my information is that the LPC forces 
came in from the port city of Buchanan. 


[Porteous] How many people do you think have been 
killed in this fighting in Paynesville? 
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[Peleyle} Okay, the casualty figures are not yet known, 
but this afternoon, I saw at least four militiamen being 
rushed to the hospital. They were wounded in the 
fighting, but we haven't received the casualty figures 
from both sides, but yet I saw some people being rushed 
to the hospital this afternoon. 


[Porteous] And presumably, as usual, it is the civilians 
who are suffering the most. 


(Peleyle} Hundreds and thousands of civilians have been 
fleeing Paynesville since this morning. The crowd is so 
large you could compare it with the fall of Gbarnga in 
1994 when over 60,000 civilians left the city and had 
to seek refuge in neighboring Ganta. 


(Porteous) But where can they go? I mean, because there 
aren't really and safe havens left in Liberia. 


(Peleyle] Yes, this is what makes things hard because 
they cannot go to town by way of the Executive 
Mansion and if the road leading to (Bananville) from 
Paynesville is not cleared, the civilians will get stranded 
here. 


[Poreous}] We have heard that some American warships 
have put in an appearance off the coast of Monrovia. 
Has there been any sign of them down in Paynesville? 


([Peleyle] Three American warships are patrolling the 
sea this afternoon and they came very close to the 
residences of Mr. Taylor and Kromah. We don't know 
what their actual intentions were, but their presence on 
the water created some panic for people around here 
and we saw helicopters even landing — taking off and 
landing — right behind the residences of Mr. Taylor 
and Mr. Kromah. [end recording) 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: World Bank, IMF Said Satisfied With 
Country’s Budget 
AB26041 14396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 26 Apr 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The World Bank and the 
IMF have expressed satisfaction with Nigeria's budget 
for this year. The minister of finance, Chief Anthon 
Ani, stated this in an interview after leading Nigeria's 
delegation to the meetings of the bank and the fund in 
Washington. 


He said that the aspects of the budget which were in line 
with the goals of the two institutions were particularly 
praised. These include the measures to alleviate poverty, 
reduce inflation, and eliminate extra-budgetary expenses 
as well as deficit spending. However, Chief Ani said that 
the institutions wanted reforms in the areas of interest 
rates, exchange rates, and fertilizer subsidy. 
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Nigeria: Paper on ‘State of Insecurity’ After 
Boa bing 

ABO105223296 Lagos NEWSWATCH in English 
29 Apr 96 pp 15-17 (Tentative) 


(Dotun Oladipo article titled: "State of Insecurity” — 
first paragraph is NEWSWATCH introduction. | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) An explosion at the Ikeja 
Military Cantonment is clear evidence that nowhere and 


nobody is safe anymore. 


Military and police chiefs were for most part of last 
week confused over what to make of the bomb explo- 
sion that rocked the Ikeja Military Cantonment, Lagos, 
Saturday April 13. The explosion, in which at least three 
people were reportedly killed and ten others injured, 
Created an uneasy calm in military circles. The army, 
however, said last Thursday (25 April] that one person 
died while a few other people were injured. High level 
meetings and consultations were held by security chiefs 
who were caught unawares by the incident. 


The first of such meetings [on] Monday April 15, was 
held at the 9th Mechanised Brigade with Ishiya Ba- 
maiyi, a major-general and chief of army staff, presid- 
ing. In attendance were senior military personnel, espe- 
cially those of the Directorate of Military Intelligence, 
DMI. While the meeting was on, Archibong Nkana, a 
deputy inspector-general of police and head of the Fed- 
eral Intelligence and Investigation Bureau, FIIB, was 
also briefing senior police officers attached to the bu- 
reau on the state of security in the country especially as 
it related to the bomb blasts. 


Those who attended the meeting held at the Alagbon 
Close office of the FIIB included commissioners of 
police, deputy commissioners of police and assistant 
commissioners of police in charge of all sensitive 
formations of the bureau. 


Though Tunji Alapini, an assistant commissioner of 
police and the force spokesman, described the ineeting 
at the FIIB as a “routine briefing,” NEWSWATCH 
gathered that the consesus among top military and police 
Officials was that if an explosion of such magnitude 
could occur in a military cantonment, then, perhaps, 
no other place in the country could be considered 
safe. NEWSWATCH also learnt that the military and 
police big wigs were also bothered that the explosion 
must have heightened anxiety about insecurity in the 
country. Therefore, it was thought that digging into the 
circumstances surrounding the incident at a high level 


and apprehending the culprits would be the only way to 
douse the fears of insecurity. 


To ascertain the cause of the explosion and the extent 
of damage, senior military and police chiefs visited the 
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Cantonment. The first set was there just a few hours 
after the incident. In its trail were bomb experts. By 
Monday morning when Bamaiyi visited the Cantonment 
with James Dambaba, the Lagos State Commissioner 
of Police and Ibrahim Sabo, a colonel from the DMI, 
several other police bomb experts had been drafted to 
the scene of the explosion. Fragments of the bomb were 
recovered by the bomb experts to enable them determine 
how it detonated and its make. 


NEWSWATCH learnt that for some time security safety 
at the various military formations in the country had 
become a source of concern to the senior army chiefs 
who have severally expressed concern at the develop- 
ment. Felix Mujakperuo, a brigadier-general and Army 
Provost Marshal, cautioned last year that the unmoni- 
tored influx of people into the barracks, especially the 
mammy markets, should be checked before unwhole- 
some acts were perpetrated in the barracks. Mujakperuo 
said that military police personnel should be encouraged 
to focus on the mammy markets in the barracks across 
the country in order to rid the barracks of criminals. 


The situation at the Ikeja Cantonment is of particular 
worry to senior soldiers. Access to the barracks before 
Saturday April 13 was unrestricted. Even when the 
pedestrians gates had been locked, a little tip to soldiers 
on duty allegedly was the permit they needed to scale 
the fence into or out of the Cantonment. To add to 
ihis, civilians occupy some uncompleted buildings in 
the Cantonment with the connivance of soldiers. Even 
when the military police raided the buildings and chased 
out such illegal occupants, they returned in no time. 
Most of the occupants are said to be traders at the 
mammy market. Some soldiers also allegedly let out 
their accommodation to civilians. The situation was 
so bad that the police on several occasions picked up 
armed robbers at the Cantonment. "I am usually baffled 
by the large number of people that troop out of the 
Cantonment in the morning,” said the relative of an 
officer at the Cantonment, adding: “They can’t all be 
living here legally.” 


The explosion was therefore seen as a disaster waiting 
to happen. NEWSWATCH learnt that on the evening 
of Saturday, April 13 when the explosion occurred, sol- 
diers of the 19th Batallion of the Cantonment were on 
duty at the three gates that lead into the Cantonment. 
These are the main entrance on the Mobolaji Bank An- 
thony Way, Maryland, the pedestrians gates at the Bo- 
lade/Oshodi and Oshodi/Oworonshoki ends. The pres- 
ence of the soldiers was mainly felt at the Maryland 
entrance. Even there, the four soldiers on duty had little 
or nothing to do. They shared jokes among themselves 
near the sentry box. Checks on persons and vehicles en- 
tering the Cantonment were randomly carried out. This, 
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according to a soldier resident at the Cantonment was 
because “the atmosphere, as it had been in a long while 
at the Cantonment, was generally peaceful.” 


But the serenity was shattered that Saturday. Around 
8.00p.m, there was a loud explosion at the mammy 
market located very close to the pedestrians gate at the 
Bolade end of the Cantonment. Accounts of how the 
explosion occurred are still confusing. NEWSWATCH 
learnt that three vehicles including a Peugeot 504 sta- 
tion wagon belonging to the National Electric Power 
Authority, NEPA, a peugeot 504 saloon car and an- 
other unidentified car were parked at the spot where 
the explosion occurred. NEPA had cut off electricity at 
the time but the occupants of the NEPA vehicle were 
not on a repair mission. The xeplosion alleged!y dam- 
aged the three-vehicles very badly. There was pande- 
monium as soldiers and civilians scampered for safety. 
The dead and the injured were however, evacuated. 
NEWSWATCH sources said some shops at the mammy 
market were looted. 


The first reaction by the military authorities after the 
explosion was the closure of the mammy market. 
Traders who turned up Sunday, April 14 to transact 
business at the market were turned back. Security 
was also beefed up. The pedestrians gates at the 
Bolade/Oshodi and Oshodi/Oworonshoki ends of the 
Cantonment were shut. Only the Maryland entrance 
remained opened last week. Thorough searches and 
checks were carried out on persons and vehicles entering 
or leaving the Cantonment especially during the first 
48 hours after the explosion. Several visitors to the 
Cantonment were refused entry. Soldiers were also on 
guard at the various broken portions of the fence of 
the barracks. Blocks were used to close one of such 
openings at the Bolade end last week and a so!dier 
was seen sitting on top of the fence to prevent entry. 
By Tuesday morning, however, some of the mammy 
market traders had set up an alternative trading post at 
Bolade bus stop, a stone throw from the fence of the 
Cantonment. 


Security was also beefed up at the various military 
formations across Lagos especially in the early part of 
the week. At Dodan Barracks, a plain cloth soldier was 
seen frisking entrants using the Awolowo Road gate 
to the barracks Monday evening. Another soldier was 
doing the same at the pedestrians gate of the barracks 
opposite the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria, 
FRCN, it was the same situation at Bonny Camp, Lagos 
Island, Lagos Garrison Command Ordinance Corps 
and School, Yaba, Western Naval Command, Apapa, 
Naval Barracks at Apapa and Satellite Town, Airforce 
Base, Ikeja and the Ojo Military Cantonment, Ojo. The 
situation was so bad at the Ojo military Cantonment that 
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even military personnel residing at the barracks who 
arrived the barracks after 11.30 p.m. were turned back. 
Some who had vehicles slept in them outside the gate. 


Fred Chijuka, a brigadier-general and director of de- 
fence information told NEWSWATCH last week that 
thorough searches ought to be conducted on those en- 
tering or leaving military formations, “but to reduce ten- 
sion, we just keep an eagle's eye. It is when things hap- 
pen th t we upgrade the security.” Chijuka added that 
it is not good checking people always since it does not 
make room for them "to feel free and good going to 
these military formations because they know they will 
be subjected to thorough searches." 


The explosion at the Ikeja Cantonment brings to five 
the number of bomb blasts in the country in less than 
one year. At the launching of the Kwara State chapter 
of the Family Support Programme, FSP, an explosion 
tore through shed 16 of the Ilorin Township Stadium, 
venue of the launching, just as the ceremony got under 
way. Two people died and 28 others were injured. The 
bomb was identified as a Relay 17 antimagnetic, anti- 
schok device. 


Durbar Hotel, Kaduna was the next target. On January 
18, an explosion which occurred at the hotel left an 
unidentified man who was believed to have planted 
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the bomb dead. Severe damage were recorded in some 
sections of the hotel. Barely 24 hours after the Kaduna 
incident, another explosion was recorded at the Mallam 
Aminu Kano International Airport, Kano. Though no 
life was lost, the explosion caused extensive damage 
to the newly constructed international departure hall 
and adjoining areas. Few days later, February 2, the 
Sabon Gari police divisional headquarter, Kaduna State, 
recorded a powerful explosion that left two policemen 
seriously injured. 


In all the cases the perpetrators have not been brought 
to justice. The three suspects who were arrested in 
connection with the Ilorin bomb blast were left off 
the hook because the police had no sufficient evidence 
against them. A top police source told NEWSWATCH 
the "police have not succeeded in bringing the culprits 
to book because they are using devices that are much 
more sophisticated than what the police can handle." 


Will the situation repeat itself again? Alapini said the 
army are on their own. “We have nothing to do with 
it. They (army) are well equipped for such jobs," he 
added, Chijuka said last week that the army headquarters 
in Bonny Camp will issue a statement regarding the 
explosion this week. 
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